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ABSTRACT

The reseach on ”Tﬁe Content Analysis of Thai Newspapen Reporiing
on the Generalf Elecition 1988 and News Exposure Behavionr of Bangkok
Public." was conducted to achieve the 4ollowing objectives:

(1} 2o ddentify the topics of news coverage on the 1988 General
Election, (2) o dentidy frequencies of the coverage of each fopic,
(3) to examine the Bangkok public’s news exposure behavdior 4foxr
election news, (4) to investigate the public’s intenrnest and fnowledge
concerning the election, and (5) to examine the public’s needs for
election-related information.

Both qualitative and quantitative research methodology were
used to ahalyze the content dﬁ efection news coverage il Thai daily

newspapens. Two quantitative newspapers, Thai Rath and Daily News,

and  fwo qualitative newspapens, Sdam Rath and Matichon, wene

somples by the systematic sampling method. The total numbenr o4

_Asamples were 96 papers. The astudy also investigates Banghokian’'s

v}

newsb exposltie behavion, 477 nrespondents Ain the Bangkok
Metadpo&&tan e wenre selected by quota sampling Lo
participote in  the queationnaéﬁe Asurvey.

The nesult of the conteni analysis of the news coverage on
the 1988 Genea@ﬂ Elecition show that quuntitative and qualifative
newspapesrns p;eaented sdmilan messages on the election newél
As forn the frequencies of coverage on each topdcs, Lt was ﬁpund
that both typeéroé newspopen 6ocuéed”o; Adimilan newsd %épic&.

In other wonds, zthey prloaitized the news Lopics by zthedlr

sdghifdcance in simifar ondenr...the candidates/politicians,




candidates profile, the campaign rally, gossip news, political
parties, and the public relations {fon General Elfection.

The investigation on the nrespondents [information exposure
béhauioa neveals televisdion and newspaper as the two itypes of mass
media wsed most as their majorn source o4 political news. Thai rath
was found to be the most nead newspapern, fellowed by Daily News,
Matichon, and Siam nath repectively.

The Aty also ARoWws that people .n the Bangkok
Mehopolitan area had an "average'" efection news exposure. Similanity,
they once in a while had conversation on poliitics and wsed *the
Angoamation obtained from newspapens in discussing about the election.

Furthenrmonre, the study also reveals that the respondents paid
gread aitent;on to news about the election day schedule, commentaries
on poﬂit&cdﬂ parties on candidates, and political comics. Adlso,
<t was  discovered zhat the readers’ need o read 7ﬁew4 on
political parties’ poi&c&é@ ranked the first, fHollowed respectively
by (1} needs fo xzead news on election day schedule, (2} the
candidates’ profile and professional hackground, (3) political
parties’ management policies, (4} critics on parties and candidates, .
and {5) the government authorities’ pnepaaaiion and paomot&on-éoa the
e&éct&on.

In summany, the overnall 4eau£té o4 Fthe study -show zhdt both
quani&tax¢ue and qualitative new4pape¢¢ reponted eﬂect¢on —nelated
news that nelatively met with the nreadens’ needs to recieve such
information. B

However, At was discovered that zhe respondents had Low
political participation. Qnﬂy 64.6 % of the eligible votens showed

up 2o cast thedir votes. The varniables found to sdgniflcantly




aﬁéeét the turn-out o4 voterns are the frequencies of their wsing
election’s Jindornmation obtained from newspapen Fo talk with othenrs
and age. The aedeach was also {dound o have statistically

sdgnificantly rnelationship among the nrespondents’ exposure £o bo££t£ca£ and
election-related news, theirn discussion on politics, their wsing
Anfporumation obtained 4from the newspapern in the conversation, age,

the aespondents’ voting behavior and political parnticipation.
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