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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research were 1) to study the reflection of
Buddhism in Thai society in the digital age through newspaper media based on the
presentation of the Buddhist ideology and 2) to analyze and discuss the potential
direction of Buddhism in Thai society. Content analysis was used to analyze data.
Data collected were catecorized, understood, analyzed, and summarized. Data were
collected from Buddhism related news on the newspaper pages for a year.

The results of this study showed that the Buddhism in Thai society had been
reflected through newspaper pages in both news content and column. The reflection
described various perspectives of Buddhism and Thai society on such issues as
sacred objects, commercial Buddhism, and commercial karma, etc.

The potential direction of the Buddhism had been described to know that
Buddhism had remained with the Thai society very well as long as Thai people have
applied Buddhist doctrines to problem solving and living. The presentation of
optimistic news had little impact; meanwhile, negative news would stimulate people
scrutinize the society. Moreover, Buddhism had been supported and organized by
the government to be solid and reliable. Obviously, Buddhism had remained the
spiritual anchor and an ideology in the life of Thai society at present and in the
future.

When marketing communicators in the digital era realize that the image of
Buddhism in Thai society today can be used in marketing communications in several
aspects such as corporate image creation leading to increased sales. For example,
creating benefits to the public, from the research, it can be seen that Buddhist

society gives importance in doing good, being merciful, and creating benefits to



public. Marketing commmunication that makes people think that the organization
makes contribution to society and arranges social activities have a positive image.
This would lead to buying the organization products. This is because consumers
would think that this organization would use the money to further create benefits
for the society. While consumer’s perception on an organization is more than just a
company that only sells products. Besides, the adoption of the concept of religious
ritual or tradition such as arranging social activities to benefit the society also makes
consumers feel as a part of the organization causing loyalty and good relationships

with the organization.

Keywords: Buddhism, Newspapers, Culture
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