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The Problems of Copyright Protection in Graffiti in Thailand (56 pp.)
Advisor: Asst.Prof.Aunya Singsangob, S.J.D.

ABSTRACT

The objective of this research are as follows: 1) To study the characteristic of
the graffiti. 2) To study the issue of copyright about graffiti. 3) To study and analyze
copyright protection measures of graffiti in foreign Laws and international laws.

4) To offer solutions of copyright protection in graffiti in Thailand.

The research about the copyright protection measures in graffiti found in three
cases as follows; graffiti that formed by law, graffiti that an unidentified producer, and
graffiti that initiate on other people’s intellectual property infringement with the
growing number and impact on personnel in a number of industries. There are
important barriers in creating a creative economy in the spirit of copyright law. Because
of such problems hinder the process of conservative culture, the educational
development, and the economic drivers, and also damages society as a whole.The
copyright protection measures of graffiti in foreign laws and international laws found
that there are several laws related to as above issues, but it is the law that is not
clearly defined.

The study also found that there are no laws in Thailand that seriously focuses
on solving this problem. The study case about copyright laws of United States and
Australia found that the right system is the use of compulsory licensing under
Australia's copyright laws. Thailand should deploy Australia's copyright laws to apply
in the country. Details can be adjusted to suit the situation of the country. Although
Thailand doesn’t have a law for clearly solving this problem and it doesn’t dispute
about the track or identify the owner of the copyright in graffiti, it is the good
solution if Thailand will legislate about the copyright for solving the copyright
infringement in graffiti which is a type of art. The researcher analyzes and proposes

solutions about the copyright protection in graffiti divided into two aspects:



1) whether the graffiti will be identified or unidentified the creative, in Thailand, it is a
creative work and can be protected under the copyright act in section 4 in 1994 as
the art of painting, to create works on the walls using line, light, color. So if there is
anyone using graffiti to exploit in commercial without permission from the creative,
the copyright owner is deemed an infringement under section 27 of the copyright act
in 1994 unless the person applied according to the exception in section 32 of the
copyright act in 1994. 2) It should protect the original of graffiti as the rights of
creative which can replicate, adapt, publish in work, but the creative cannot be the
possession of it graffiti in physical due to it appears on the property of another
person. It should separate the creative in graffiti and the action which against the
other law codes except in that creation of works were created by the violation of
certain rights protected by the copyright laws.

The solutions of copyright protection in the graffiti of Thailand found that the
expert should have a campaign for giving the knowledge to the creative regarding a
notice of copyright and the prevention of creative works, which do not unidentified
the creative, including encourage the creative to join the existing of copyright at the
copyright office. But the solution as mentioned above is not the directly solution to

solve this problem because there are differences on how the law more effective.

Keywords: Copyright Protection, Graffiti
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! Roger, G., Darin, R,, & lan, S., Freight train graffiti, (Boston: Harry N. Abrams, 2006).
2 Macdonald, N., The graffiti subculture: Youth, masculinity and identity in London and

New York, (n.p.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001).



1) Tag Aen1siduaiaidurseunuudsvaiusasaulneaisdnszlos

AN 2.1: nsAFlugUIuY Tag

GRAFFITI TAGS

255 VECTOR ICONS

fi117: Creative Market. (n.d.). Graffiti tags - 255 vector objects. Retrieved from
https://creativemarket.com/Basaridesign/17731-Graffiti-Tags-255-vector-object.
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2) Throw-ups Aian1sudewsa 9 sediiugu

AN 2.2: nsAFElugUIUY Throw-ups

fiun: Tup.com. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.lup.com/do/blogEntry?bld=6419148.



3) Fill-in %59 “Piece” i “Throw-ups” Adudeuiiudunasuveslsimesauiien
< [ Y 3 G LYY ~ ¥ v ¢ 4%
Wunswudasglmdunmnsemsnusiianssuldiianunulunisadwassaiislvnanu

ponunANY el

A9 2.3: nsmAAlugUluy Filllin ¥38 “Piece” A “Throw-ups”

[

Al 2.4: nyilitugusuy Block Wunisileu Tag Niglidfuna

flan: ensuznosdvAm. (2552). Graffiti n15UanUaseyvesual Aufuan
https://kaawrowkaw2.wordpress.com/2009/03/15/design27/.
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awdt 2.5: nswilatlus ULy Wildstyle

fiun: enazmeeduny. (2552). Graffiti MsvanyaseneITual Aufuan
https://kaawrowkaw2.wordpress.com/2009/03/15/design27/.
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fiun: enazmeeduny. (2552). Graffiti MsvanyasenverIsual Aufuan
https://kaawrowkaw2.wordpress.com/2009/03/15/design27/.
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’ Sterling, J. A. L., World copyright law: protection of authors' works, performances,
phonograms, films, video, broadcasts and published editions in national, international and
regional law: with a glossary of legal and technical terms, and a reference list of copyright and

related rights laws throughout the world. (London: Sweet & Maxwell, 2003).
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¢ Depoorter, B., & Francesco, P., “Fair use and copyright protection: A price theory

explanation”. International Review of Law and Economics 21, 4(2002): 453-473.
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Granstrand, Ove. The economics and management of intellectual property towards
intellectual capitalism. External organization, 1999.
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