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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to examine the required characteristics and responsibilities of the
journalists in Bangkok Metropolitan arca. Multi-stage sampling included 284 samples in 4 groups :
professional journalists (N=89), journalism educators (N=35), journalism students (N;=7()) and general
public (N=90).

The results of the study in the first part about the professional journalists indicated that 64.04%
had non-journalism bachelor degrees. Most of them were 26-30 years old and had been working for 1-3
years. Their average income were 7,001-9,000 baht a month and 56.18%of them had never worked in
any other jobs before. They often consulted newspapers, journals, magazines, morgue files, text, news
releases from companics and organizations, and slides and photographs for facts and information. They
always accepted comments from executive editors, colleagues and readers or audiences. 40.44% of them
agreed that the values of their work depended on news sources and 70.78% of them were satisfied
with their jobs.

In the opinions of professional journalists and journalism students, the most important required
qualification of professional journalists was to be ethical information sender. But journalism educators
and general public put the importance on their knowledges and journalism skills.

For 'most required responsibilities of professional j oumalis;ts, all groups except journalism
students thought they should have the courage to present the truth while jounalism students wanted
them to play the watchdog role for the society.

The second part of the study was about the trend of required characteristics of professional
journalists in the future, Recommended qualities were (1) reliability (2) morality (3) curiosity
(4) skepticism (5) friendliness & flexibility (6) IT usage (7) foreign language ability. -
Recommendations for the trend of required responsibilities of professional journalists in the future were
(a) abilities to report with new technology (b) being public intelligence (c) being public’s information
source (d) doing research and fact finding.

Weakness of professional journalists were unethical, lack of freedom in performing their work,
insecurity in life and property, lots of pressure, low income etc. However, the number of professional

journalists in the future would increase.
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