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Title: A study of journalist's code of ethics on Thai daily newspaper's front page reporting
Name: Assistant Professor Wattanee Phoovatis
Major: Communication Arts (Journalism)
By: Bangkok University's Research Funds, Bangkok University
Abstract

The purposes of the study were to investigate the expectations of the mass communication
faculty members in universities and the public towards journalist’s c;ode of ethics and their roles in
front page reporting. Moreover, the study examined motivations that move journalists to break the
codes. The results of the study would be benefit in drawing a guideline for journalists to promote
front page reporiing with morality and responsibility. The study was a survey research using 567
copies of questionnaires distributed to mass communication faculty members.in both public and
private universities, journalists, and the public.

With respect to the public and communication faculty members’s expectation of journalist’s
code of ethics in Thai daily newspapers's front page reporting, the finding revealed that the public
and communication faculty members have high expectation on the front page reporting. The highest
expectation was on photo captions, followed by contents, scocps or special reports, news leads,
and news photos respectively. .

Journalists, according to the result, had high performance in Thai daily newspapers’ front
page reporting. The first five aspects that showed journalists’ high morality were photo captions,
scoops or special reports, news contents, news leads, and news photo respectively.

It was also found that there were five factors that tempted journalists to break the code of
ethics. Those are the organization's policy, circulation, sponsorship, personal economic status, and
non-striciness of the code of ethics,

Besides of the research’s result found that the public faced with five problems in front page
reporting. Those were harsh and over quoted reporting, news distortion, profaned and vulgar photo
releases, privacy reporting with personal judgment, and harsh headline respectively.

According to the data and the result of the study, the researcher proposed the guideline for
Thai daily newspapers’ front page reporting that there are needs of clear, concise reporting, fact
checking before publishing, professional training to make journalists be more concern about the

code of ethics, and an institution to monitor the role of journalists.
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