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A study of Economic Effects on Population Changes in Thailand
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Abstract

Population is one of the important factors to economic system. The continual
changes of population in terms of the amount of birth, mortality, and migration each year
make the economic structure of a country change accordingly. The relationship between
population growth and their living status has been studied by demographic specialists for a
long time. In the field of Economics, population issue is raised from time to time. Therefore,
the researcher would like to study economic effects such as economic growth rate, inflation
rate, interest rate, and stock exchange index on population changes.

The study of economic effects on population changes was conducted based on two
cases: the change of population in Thailand and the one in Bangkok using quarterly time
series secondary data from the first quarter of 1988 to the second quarter of 2005 totaling
70 quarters through the economic-dimension method to create a multiple regression
equation.

The results indicated that there was no relationship between economic growth rate
and birth both in Thailand and Bangkok cases, but economic growth rate had a negative
relationship with mortality in cases of Thailand and Bangkok. It was also found that inflation
rate had no relationship with birth and mortality both in Thailand and Bangkok cases.
Moreover, interest rate had a positive relationship with birth, but had a negative relationship
with mortality in two cases: Thailand and Bangkok. Stock exchange index had a positive
relationship with birth in Thailand and Bangkok cases, and had a relationship between with
mortality in case of Thailand only. However, there was no relationship between stock
exchange index and mortality in case of Bangkok, In addition, economic effects had more
influence on mortality than on birth in case of Thailand, but had more influence on birth in
Bangkok than in Thailand. To conclude, the economic variables could be used to explain
the change of population; therefore, the government section should consider these

economic variables when planning on population matter.
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